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One Week In Laxmipuram

Thetripwasmiraculousfrom beginningto
theend. Althoughwehad appliedfor visas
(Derek and ) about threeweeksbeforethe
timeof departure, thelndian Embassy needed
anendorsement fromNew Delhi. Inspiteof
several faxesandtelephonecalls, at4pmon
theeveningweweretravelling, wehad no
authorisationtoenter India. Derek and |
fastedand prayed. HisFellowshipat
Haddenham prayedwithhim, asdid our
Fellowshipat Emneth. Therewereprophetic
assurancesthat God wanted ustogoandwas
about to openthedoor, sothat wewouldbe
abletotravel. Derek packed hissuitcasesin
Haddenham and |eft homefor Cambridge,
wherehewasto spendthelast morning at

work. I got my thingstogether and alady Family of Dr Ratna Rao:- L-R Anita, Ratna Rao, Joshua,
evangdisttook metoCambridge, even Mercv. Marv

though atelephonecall that morningtothe

I ndian Embassy in London had revea ed that of Derek’ scousinnear ArnosGrove Tube
therewasostensibly noway wecouldtravel. StationinLondon, andwerethen conveyed

by car to Heathrow tobeginour journey.
Derek and | prayed with our evangelist

prayerpartner, andtheL ordinstructed usto Wewerenot met at Chennai Airportinindia
gotothelnd ianEmbassyinLondon. In It did not bother ustoo much, aswehad both
obedience, Derek droveusto L ondon. When vigted| ast year and knew our way aroundthe
wearrived at 4pm, wewereled of theLord to place. Weput up at Gokulam Park Hotel in
apply for anemergency visa, and withinafew Ashok Nagar wherewewerewel| received by
minutes, wewal ked out with our passports oldfriends. Itwasby now quitelateonthe
stamped and okayedfortravel. We night of the2 ™ of Juneand wewereboth
celebrated thevictory withameal at thehome grateful for nicebedsin air-conditioned
comfort. After

agoodnight’s
rest, theLord
againwentwith
usto Chennai
Railway Station
wherewe
secured
comfortableair-
conditioned
. berthsinona
trainservice
goingtoEluru

- o

Call for Salvation
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inAndraPradesh.

Wechecked out of the hotel and after an
overnightjourne y, arrivedat Eluruonthe
morningof the4 " of June. Aftera
frightening encounter withthepoliceofficers
at Eluru, wehad our first meeting that night at
Laxmipuram. Wemet about ahundred
people, themajority of whomwerewomen, in
atent put upfo rtheoccasion. Both Derek
and | preached theWord of God we had been
givenandinaddition, Derek sangaprophetic
song. All theinterpretationwasdoneby Rev
Dr RatnaRao. Our meetingended at 11pm,
but westill had theexcitement of having our
vehicletowed back to our hotel inEluru, asit
brokedown onthevery uneven surface.
Wewereroused fromsleepfairly early on

Open Heaven. God'’s Holy Spirit manifested in
power and glory

th H
Tlﬁga{ég ‘Ef June, 33a“°t.h$]f poonwes fashioned 4-whesl-drivevehicle (aland
S‘f: " uledat axmlpurar_rllpflwt theaudience rover/jeep) and weretakenonatour of the
ofthepreviousevening. Themessagesw ere GoyaTribal Mission Fields. Wetravelledall

well received and we had agreat feast
. , day, fromabout 8amto5.30pmonvery rough
afterwardsinthehomeof Dr RanaRao's terrainandvisited and encouraged many

brother, Joshua, wherethelatter’ swife, Mary, villages, wherethegospel wasjust being

andtheir mother Mercy hostedus. We established. Wewereregaledwithtalesof

: supernaturd intervention of Godinthe
settingup of facilitiesfor provisionand
for worshipinsomeof thoserural,
indigenouspopulationgroups. Aftera

travelled back to Eluruto rest and confirm our

Visiting Pastors in Goya District, Andra Pradesh

returnflights, only toreturntoLax mipuran
for athird session —thistimeontheHoly
Spirit. Therewasaconsi derableanointingon :
thosemeetings, andboththespeakersandthe Christian Rice Factory Owner
audienceweregrestly blessed. The
programmechanged radically on\Wednesday
morning. Weall clamberedontoa nold -
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short break for food, therewasan evening Joshud slivingroom, werushed back from
devotedtodisbursinggiftstowidowsand Laxmipuramto Eluru, checked out of the
orphansat Laxmipuram. hotel and started thetrainjourney back to

Chennai. Weneededtorest ontheovernight

Therewasaterrible
thunderstorminthenight
andwemadeastart tothe
day by confirmingour
returnberths(air-
conditioned) onthetrain
for getting back to
Chennai. Wewere
pressedinto participating
inthelaunchingof a
health schemeby Dr
RatnaRao. TheState
Chapter of theIndian

Medical Associationwas

well represented—the

StatePresident, a

Consultant Paediatricianmakethe School Church in Goya District

important speech of theoccasion. His

wife, amedical practitioner wasal so present journey and again at the Gokulam Park Hotel
aswell asaConsultant Dermatologist. They onarrival (throughout Friday). Apartfrom
wereall non-Chrigtians. Both Derek and| theemotional parting fromMamaMercy (Dr
madespeecheslauding thevirtuesof a Ratna' smother), accompanied by Malathi
subsidised primary health schemeto servethe (wife) and Wanitha(daughter), that wasthe
poor of therural areas. After another feastin endof ourvisit. Wehadanuneventful trip

through Colomboto
Heathrow, London
wherewelandedon
Saturday the9 " of
June. Derek was
takenback tohiscar
athiscousin’s
place, whileClare
Hendersonvery
kindly took me
hometoBridget,
whohadkindly
allowed meto
travel, inspiteof

. theadvanced state
of her pregnancy.

Opening of Primary Health Scheme
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Missionary Centre Project. Water storage, pump and bore well.

From the description of our v idts, thestructureof thevisonisclear. Dr
Ratna Rao isacutdly conscious of the need for the Great Commission to be
implemented in hisstate (Andra Pradesh). Hisvisionisfor thewholeof Indiato
besaved. Hisplanistobringlocal convertsfro m each areato Laxmipuran for
residential coursesin evangelism and church growth principles. Thetrained
personne arenow sent back (usually thesearemarried couples) to evangelise
and build living fellowshipsin their local areas. They would usethe r local
dialects/languagesin teaching and preaching. In addition, living among them,
thelocal group of new believer swould bediscipled (apprenticed) into
communities of love and holiness.

Toimplement thisscheme, Dr Ratna Rao needsthesupport of  all those
interested in seeing the Kingdom of God truly established in thoseareaswhere
the Gogpd isalmog totally unknown. Thesemissonaries(asin Luke sGospd
chapter 10) would be apprenticed to Dr Ratna Rao, and then sent out without
much materid support into very poor and heathen areas. They need initial
financial provision to start thework (which involves doing what thelocal people
do e.g. farming or rice milling) aswell as preaching and teaching. They will be
brought back tothecentre (L axmipuran) for daysof refresner courses. Thisis
theneed. Hab 2:2 suggestswritingthevison on tables. Thosewho seetheneed
can then commit themselvesto regularly supporting with prayer but also
materially.

Bill | saacs-Sodeye September 2001
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