Chapter 1 Introduction

The relationship between man and the spirit world has always been a subject of great fascination to man. This is because man is a spiritual being. Although he has a mind and inhabits a body, he is himself a spirit. As a direct consequence, it is easy for him to associate with other spirits. Experientially, such associations can bring beneficial results or harmful consequence. Since there can be a God spiritual source (the Holy Spirit) and a bad spiri​tual source (the Evil Spirit), there can also be positive or negative effects from the linking of man's spirit with the world of spirits.
To cloak his activities from being discovered the Evil Spirit has gone to considerable lengths to persuade the world, about his non-existence. The final book of the Bible (Revelation) is very revealing. John (one of the twelve apostles of our Lord Jesus) was taken out on a trip of the spiritual world. He saw the glory of God and witnessed fights between the Kingdom of the Evil Spirit and the Kingdom of our Lord Jesus Christ. More recently, an American called Howard Pittman had a similar experience. After the rupture of his aortic arch and loss of consciousness he was taken on a trip of the spirit world. He has described this vividly in a book titled' Demons - an Eyewitness Account'. His disem​bodied spirit saw demonic spirits attacking human beings. He then proceeded on a-trip through what he called the second heaven, where satan has his headquarters. Finally, he got to the third heaven, where he came face to face with the glorious presence of the Almighty God and His angels. Rev. Howard Pittman was charged by God to alert the world (on his return) about the reality of Satan's kingdom and the ever-present struggle with evil (I Peter 5: 8).
How do the associations with the Evil Spirit manifest? A few illustrations will suffice to throw preliminary light on this subject. The Church I was pastoring was involved in a building project. One expatriate member of the board of elders had a plan for the building different from that supported by the architect and the rest of the board. Because his plan was rejected, this man nursed a desire to set a trap for the board. He watched the founda​tion of the cornerstone being filled up with gravel. Much later, when the walls were two yards above the ground, he argued that the whole structure should be pulled down. The architect was able to prove that for the weight being carried, it was not crucial to fill the foundation of the cornerstone with concrete. It was therefore decided not to waste consid​erable resources by pulling down the building. However, because the expatriate had mali​ciously watched in silence while the body was wasting her efforts, the spirit of the Lord challenged him and one side of his face was immediately paralysed (6th cranial nerve palsy). Since there is no medical treatment for it, it took repentance and the administration of the holy communion to effect a restoration to normalcy. There was yet the case of a girl of twenty. She had recurrent' grand mal' epileptic seizures. She had been to several doctors and been extensively treated medically, but it grew worse. As the brethren interviewed her, she was claiming that she lived a holy life. Immediately, a word of knowledge came to the effect that she had an immoral relationship with a man being unmarried. This was whispered to her. When the brethren left the room, she confessed and repented. She was immediately healed. The causative agent in each of these two cases is presumed to be a demon which brought both sin and disease, since exorcism was what brought relief.

On the other hand, association with the Holy Spirit will bring wholesomeness to body, soul and spirit. A brief personal sketch will illustrate this. After an initial regeneration in 1948, I had back slidden for 21 years. Not only did I indulge in several ghastly sins (e.g. adultery, drunkenness, bouts; of anger etc) but I had hypertension, duodenal ulcer, asthma, sinusitis (recurrent) etc. I received Jesus back as Lord in July, 1973. The bad habits rapidly disappeared within weeks and on December 12, 1973, I received total healing from those diseases that plagued me. In addition, the spiritual confusion in my life during those years of backsliding was wiped out. I was making use of amulets and 'juju' and was a practi​tioner of oriental occultism at a deep level. I made a clean break with all that and I entered into rest.
I conclude that an association with the Evil Spirit will bring disease, misfortune and a confused spiritual life. On the other hand, a firm association with the Holy Spirit will bring health, happiness and a restful mind. Experience in the area of deliverance over the years has shown that there are areas of grey apart from the clear-cut white and black zones. Just like a house might have one master key that opens all doors and yet there are other types of keys, so also there may be total associations and partial associations with Good or Evil. There may be keys that lock, but cannot open and vice versa. Finally, there can be door specific keys which open and lock only designated doors. In the same way, there are indi​viduals who attach so closely to the Holy Spirit, that there is little room for the Evil one to manifest. On the contrary, there are those who so intimately attach themselves to the Evil Spirit, that removal of the demons might prove next to impossible. Because nature abhors abrupt boundaries, grey areas exist. There are individuals who get regenerated by the Holy Spirit, but experience very little spiritual growth of upwards. Finally, there are people who progress after regeneration, are filled with the Holy Spirit and even minister to others, yet suffer horrible attacks each time they help others with demons. The following chapter will elucidate these situations.

Chapter 2

My Personal Experience of the Spirit-World

Before I illustrate the categories of attachments of the human spirit with evil spirits, allow me to describe some of my exposures to the spirit world. I was born into a thoroughly 'Christian' home. By this, I mean that the family of Mr W. A. Isaacs (my late father) was registered in an Anglican Church (St George's Church, Zaria). I was Christened at eight days by sprinkling of water in the presence of two godfathers and one godmother. Thereafter, I was taught by a pious mother to regard certain ritualistic religious perfor​mances as indispensable features of everyday existence. Family' prayers' were mandatory ever weekday both in the mornings and in the evenings (more variable in the evening)! On those occasions, we sang a hymn, read a psalm and the daily bible reading for the day. These must have conditioned me, up to a point. Nevertheless, they did not stop me from acquiring those ugly pranks of childhood (e.g. lying, violence, etc.), which certainly did not come from the Holy Spirit.
After we had moved to Lagos in June 1940, I enrolled in a Baptist School. My exposure to the Gospel were heavily complemented by Baptist Training Union (BTU) drills. What with Anglican Sunday School and BTU, I developed a good head knowledge of the Bible. Yet, all that had little effect on character formation. I played truancy, and indulged in sexual sins and theft of food items, for some years. In 1948, at a moving Baptist Revival Service at school, I had a regeneration experience. There was an altar call to which I responded. I said the 'sinners' prayer and received some counseling. This did make a significant differ​ence. However, it was not a total turn-around. There were still occasional outbursts of temper. When I was offered skin scarifications at crisis times, I did not protest even though I knew they had an idolatrous connotation.. Later in 1950, when temptation towards' minor' sexual sins recurred, I was an easy casualty. Although I read the Bible with better under​standing, it was more a head than a heart affair. My father died in December, 1950, and this was a big crisis point. He was said to have been 'killed' by a witch in the extended family. Being the oldest boy, I felt I had to acquire 'occult' power to defend the family. As a result, in 1952, I drifted into deep attachment to Yoga study books. I did not stop at phys​ical Yoga (Hatha Yoga) but went into Hatha and Gnani Yoga. I indulged in astral traveling, telepathy/thought transference, clairvoyance clairaudience, healing and bouts of ascetic meditation. Within the first year, my mother intervened (by burning most of my books) because she thought I would go mad. I did not at the time see any inconsistency between my Christian profession and oriental occultism. I noticed. however, that I had to be either totally ascetic or the tendency to slide into real unholiness was ever present. I was fed up with the lonely ascetic life after a while, and I steadily compromised more and more - alcohol, nicotine, sex and others became increasingly' necessary' supports.

The slide downwards went on for twenty-one years. At Oxford, I acquired philosophical friends. I argued over the reality of God and eventually added a 'pantheistic' rationalized 'God' to my Christian profession. Finally, I had an encounter with a clinical student of medicine in 1973 (I was then a teacher). It was that young man who argued me out of many errors and led me back to Christ fully. I realized that I had spent many years attract​ing demons. It took a long time to cease to depend on myself (the 'I' consciousness, as it was called).I had to cultivate the habit of depending on the person of the Holy Spirit. Indeed, the fellowship with Him is still developing. Nevertheless, as I grew to know and love Him, I have learnt many things. Firstly, He brought me healing from many physical problems. I suffered from duodenal ulcer, hypertension, asthma and chronic sinusitis, among other things. I was healed of all of them on the night of the 12th of December, 1973. Secondly, I joined a group of students on a fasting weekend in the quest for real power from the Holy Spirit. I was 'baptized' in and with the Holy Spirit, though I resisted speaking in other tongues. I knew of psychiatric patients with demon inspired tongues and did not wish to be confused with them. Later the same student friend convinced me and I received the gift of tongues. Indeed, for me the way up was down. I was so frightened (in retrospect) by my escapades in the Devil' camp, that I became an avid student of the school of the Holy Spirit. His response to my love was very gracious, even though I had been so bad. As I offered to serve Him in little ways He poured His gifts on me, one after the other. First to come was communication with God. Then came healing. In the process of healing, word of knowl​edge and word of wisdom came. Discerning of Spirits came much later. All those gifts in I Cor. 12: 8-10 have come my way, to greater or lesser degrees, for which I give Him the glory. One thing I have learnt, it was in my bungling attempts to serve Him, that I depended on Him more and was endowed the more. As I explained above I am still in a process of learning and clearly this will go on until we cross the vale

Chapter 3

The Nature of the Process of Demonization

Since the Devil is the source of all evil, it is reasonable to suppose that all adverse activities in man are traceable to him. Whereas, the Greek mind respected the distinct identities of spirit, soul and body, the Hebrew mind thought of the human person a.. one integrated whole. If we regard the Hebrew concept as having the greater validity in daily experiences, we would expect effects of demons to spill over from compartment to compartment in the human person. Thus demons deceive, mislead by teaching wrong doctrines, tempt, enslave, defile and oppress the human spirit. They also torment, drive (compel), deprive of peace, cause fears, violent or erotic dreams and split personalities. all of these focusing on the mind. Finally, they inflict physical diseases such as boils, asthma, arthritis, cancer, headaches and internal diseases of heart, kidneys, liver and brain. They also induce trauma, with various consequences. Every type of effect has been traced to demon activity - from deafness, blindness and epileptic seizures (Mt. 12: 22, Lk II: 14, Mt 17: 15) to insanity (Mk.5: 1-13), suicide; as well as moral degeneracy (e.g. masturbation, sexual perversions, and over indulgence and finally addictions to drugs (e.g. marijuana, heroin etc.).
The process of demonization can be sudden or gradual. It can be self-induced, through ignorance of what it involves. On the other hand, it might be deliberately sought after by the individual or acquired as a result of 'juju' attacks. Curses are a source of transference of demon activity, either directly or indirectly. The indirect application consists of making an effigy (in sand or other medium) of the object under attack, followed by verbal or phys​ical assault. Herbal concoctions constitute another source. This may be a.. a medicinal remedy or may be taken in ignorance, being administered by a human agent of the devil. Attendance at a tribal idolatrous ritual also opens the door to demons. Some classes of demons (e.g. mermaid spirits) are also passed on by inheritance. Needless to say, visits to traditional homeopathic healers or Islamic mallams is also a potent avenue to getting demo​nized. This may happen by association .or after certain procedures (e.g. scarifications). Participation in rituals of occult societies such as freemasonry or Ogboni fraternity is also a direct invitation to the devil to come in. The use of charms, amulets and idols (or asso​ciation with their shrines) for' good luck' purposes lets in the demonic hordes. Attendance at seances, ouja board meetings or use of Zodiac sign/fortune-telling lowers the defensive barrier to demons. living in demon-infested environments over a period of time lets them in almost by inhibition. Trauma to either the psyche or body can also lower the defenses, if severe enough. There are groups which masquerade as "churches", but use the demonic 6th and 7th books of Moses; These "spiritist" groups are potent sources of demoni7Btion. Without any question, sin, if habitual, will lead to demon-attachment. Some forms of music are inlets for demons. There are records now made of 'pop' records which have satanist inducers being played in the opposite direction. For little children, abdication of parental authority removes the spiritual protective guard over the little ones. Finally, some individuals actually go out of their way to enter into a contract with demons for a clearly defined gain of money or fame.
It is obvious from the foregoing that physical illness can be inflicted by demons. Job 1: 6 to Job 2: 10 describes the catastrophes that befell Job, some of which were physical. The case of the blind and dumb person in Mt 12: 22 was relieved by exorcism. So also was the case of dumbness in Lk II: 14 and the case of epilepsy in Mt 17: 5. The bible states that the son of God was manifested to destroy the works of the evil (1 Jn 3: 8b) and Jesus said 'it is finished'. Twice in my experience (1976 and 1980) I encountered cases of intractable gonorrhorea in young women of about 20 years. In both cases, confession of their sin and receiving of forgiveness and regeneration led to destruction of the 'work of the devil' and a cure.
Although we have been considering cases of obvious overlap between direct overt activ​ity of demons in disease and indirect operation through affection of normal body processes, there are 'pure' cases. For example, physical over exertion through wear and tear of body parts can cause disease. Nutritional deficiencies might be another category of pure sick​ness. Where the need is primarily for healing by supplying a missing component, it would not help to go through a process of exorcism. On the other hand, quiescent cases may turn out to have a background of demonic activity. A prayerful enquiry, examination and inves​tigation should make it easier to tell the difference. The Holy Spirit gift of discernment of spirits comes in useful here (l Cor. 12: 10). In addition to other manifestations of this gift, the Lord has endowed me with the power to tell the presence of an evil spirit in a patient by the sense of touch. I simply feel vibrations which disappear when the intruders are exorcised.

Because Jesus in Mk 10: 51 asks a clearly blind Bartinaeus "what wilt thou that I should do unto thee", it is reasonable to work at getting as accurate a diagnosis as possible before going to Jesus. I believe that many mistakes that I made in the early part of my ministry are traceable to the failure to investigate fully. When the weight of evidence is in favour 
of sickness (indirect demonic activity) I believe Mk 16: 18, i.e. laying hands on the sick, or James 5: 14-16 - anointing with oil, is the most direct approach towards resolution of the problem. However, where deliverance seems to be indicated, I nevertheless find it useful to tranquilize some patients to allow the ministration of the word of God to have greater efficiency.

Chapter 4

Categories of Demonic Operations - Parable of Four Keys

The first category for consideration is the situation where the individual is fully posssessed and fully controlled by the demon(s). Where the association is formed at the instance of the human subject there is usually a benefit derivable from the contract. An individual might be fed up with his state of chronic poverty and wish to acquire great wealth in exchange for shortening of his life. Alternatively, great fame (to be the most prominent citizen in his 'world') may be exchanged for loss of fecundity (or simply virility). An example of a man called OJO who was the presiding person in the Society of Witches and Wizards in Nigeria will illustrate the points. He acquired great physical and metaphysical power and was greatly feared by all occult groups. However, he had an encounter with the living God and voluntarily relinquished the contract. He felt insulted because a young Christian man preached the gospel of Jesus to him. He returned to his base to arm himself with 'juju' implements before going back to assault the evangelist. As he approached the door of the evangelist's office, he heard his name being called, but saw no one. "Ojo, Ojo, if you go any farther you are a dead man". He then saw a flaming sword and was stopped in his tracks. Later on, he asked the young man why his personal knowledge of satan and his access to satan's power/armoury were of no help to him. He was told about Jesus and he rejected his covenant with satan in exchange for one with Jesus. As Ojo gave this testimony, I had a strong feeling he was not completely free.
Another example in this class of associations did not end so well. This man's son, Japh, was an evangelist. He was formerly a lay Reader in an Anglican Parish, His son was grieved when the father became the chief 'native' healer (traditional health practitioner) of their village town. He intensified his efforts in witnessing to him about Jesus Christ. Eventually, there appeared to be a breakthrough. After a period of total absence from church services, his father announced that he was returning to church attendance. I was invited to preach a sermon, giving thanks to God. When however, Japh warned the congregation (most of whom had some allegiance to both idols and Jesus) not to patronize the father again for traditional medicines, the old man was livid with fury. He was so angry that he threatened to attack his son with 'juju'. I was invited to mediate. Fortunately, because I understood some of the occult procedures involved, I was able to persuade the old man that he would be fighting against God. He, however, continued in darkness, because of love of the power he had over many people.
From that position of total allegiance to satan, there are various attachments which constitute possession with demons, yet the bonds are weak enough to be broken. There is, however a prerequisite. The host of the demon must be willing to part with the demon and return all the benefits derived from it. In this area, a classification by age may be useful. Before children can talk clearly (i.e. under 2 years), a mother might detect fits of irritation or actual screaming which nothing can pacify or soothe. Using sign language, and by seeking corroborative evidence from older sibs, a picture of demonization might emerge. For those cases, as for the paediatric range of problems (up to 12 years), quite often a new house help from a strange spiritual environment who infests the children with demons. A massive enquiry often becomes necessary from the teenage (or adult) primary victim of demonization down to the smallest child. Usually, the mother has to stand proxy for the little children in order to make denunciations of the demons, for them to be set free.
In the borderline ages, between 9 and 11 years, we see many wicked cases of demonization with witchcraft and 'emere' /ogbanje (association) spirits. However, although the demonized children are capable of wreaking great havoc (e.g. causing illness or accidents in people near them), they are usually easily set free. This, I believe, is because they did not voluntarily seek the attachments, but were inflicted with them.
In the teenage range, where adolescent psychological dispositions lower the guard, there are acute attacks (e.g. at school) which are usually quite easily dealt with. In the late teens, however, this shades into harder, firmer attachment situations e.g. where drug addictions and suicide/mania attacks or paranoia may complicate the picture. Young wives, after a stressful pregnancy or childbirth may also have their guards lowered, with consequent demonizations. Sometimes it may be difficult to tell where psychological illness ends and spiritual problems begin.
Adult cases have diverse presentations. They range from schizophrenic or manic-depres​sive pictures (psychological illness; being mixed with spiritual) to bizarre supernatural wicked spirits which attack all and sundry and cause physical or metaphysical harm. Again, a general distinction has to be made between those attachments that are sought after and acquired voluntarily and those acquired involuntarily. The prognosis is considerably better in the latter group of cases. The commoner types of demonic groups are with associated spirits, (mermaid spirits), sexual demons, suicide/manic spirits, insanity, witchcraft, emere/ogbanje (association spirits), clairvoyance spirits and necromancy spirits. Usually, an adult case may have several of these demons at the same time.
There are an almost infinite number of al these cases in my memory, but three individ​ual cases will be used as illustrations. The first example is a case of paranoia at a church in Kano. The woman was brought from about 100 kilometers from Kano by her husband in quest of deliverance. It was a week long evangelistic meeting and the host pastor, his assistant and the guest evangelist had all attempted in vain to pray for deliverance in this case. Sitting at the back row with my wife a trainee pastor drew my attention to the woman shouting in lbo, "you are shooting me" in my direction. I realized that already spiritual war was going on between the Holy Spirit in me and the evil spirits around. I got her removed from the auditorium to the vestry. There, the Holy Spirit gave a word of knowledge, and the wisdom to apply it. The woman was demonized at 3 years of age by an aunt, and as soon as the aunt was described, it triggered off buried memories. She rejected all the evil associations, and she was set free. The same evening (Sunday service), she was nicely dressed and in her right mind and I could not recognize her. (This change in facial appearance is not uncommon. Nsukka man who received 1700 demos at the age of 3 year looked like Dracula before deliverance, but was a handsome smiling man afterward! Similarly, a recent case of 'mad' epileptic was fitting in a watery gutter. A few minutes after his deliverance/and after having a shower, he was different).
The second major case of a tough attachment was of a nice looking young woman in Jos. She appeared to have a lot of demons, even though she was a good Christian, but their hold, on her was light, except for an incestuous demon from her late father. The father was hunter. She had memories going back to early childhood of her father waking her up in the night. Coming in from hunting, he would carry her in his arms out into the moonlight reciting incantations and fondling her. When she came to renounce the demons, anytime she got to the incestuous one, she would stop. With persistent, fervent prayer, she made the renunciation but was lifted from the ground into the air and knocked down. However, with the help of the Holy Spirit, she was set free.
Thirdly, there is a group of nasty religious demons. The possessed persons behaves like, he is attached to God, but closer examination reveals that it is a facade. One recent case who had guilty feelings about a child she had as a single girl, was full of paranoia and also exhibited sexual aborrations and witchcraft powers. Nevertheless, her knowledge of the, Bible was quite impressive. (A similar case is a man, years ago, who thought Moses was the LORD). In both cases, a small dose of diazepam or halo-peridol reduced their agitation, and ministrations brought them deliverance. In these two cases, the demons were talking to the victims almost continuously. (In another case, the woman was ordered by demon not to open her mouth in my house, for that would give them way).
The third category consists of cases where the victims are regenerated, Holy Spirit-filled 'ministers' who nevertheless get seriously harassed and embarrassed by demons. This is usually because a portal of entry is left open from earliest childhood. There was the case of a devout woman married to an elder of a Pentecostal fellowship. She was born-again and spirit-filled and she counselled and ministered deliverance to several sufferers. When the attacks came, however, she would thrash around and the demons would utter threats through her mouth against the ministers conducting the deliverance. The attacks were worse in pregnancy and the demon claimed that she was his wife. These demons were not uncommon in her part of lbo territory with first daughters and she had to break all family links.
The second case was similar. It was that of a young minister who was first-born son (child) of a 'queen' of mermaid spirits in Auchi (Edo State). He complained that each time he ministered deliverance, he would be severely oppressed that night. He renounced all the associations. He was expected to inherit his mother's leadership of the occult on her death but he absconded and became a Christian. Because with the mouth, confession is made unto salvation (Rom. to: to), he was set free.
The third case is that of a Chairman of the Pentecostal Fellowship of Ministers in Northern Nigerian Town. Each night he did a deliverance service, he was harassed am oppressed. His father (he was a first son) had an Imo shrine for him. Although he had announced in his village his renunciation of all idol worship and acceptance of Jesus, God required him to do a Gideon act of iconoclasm before selling him free. He had to destroy the shrine. Finally, just as in the Parable of the Sower (Lk 8: 8 & 15) the seed in a good soil produces a hundred fold fruit, it represents the person who hears the gospel message and is able to retain it because the heart is nurtured in a good, truly Christian, atmosphere. A home where both parents are truly regenerated, where Christ is lifted up daily, is the best protection to a growing child against demonization. That is why, in some Christian Western or other homes, the children are free from the risk of demonization, at least relatively. When the key (the Holy Spirit) is filled to the door, it opens to life and closes against spiritual disease and death. If the opposite key (death) is already jammed in firmly, the key to life will not be effective in the least. Grey areas exist in between. Like the four keys to a house, there is a master key which opens all doors. There are keys which either open or lock, but cannot do both and there are keys that are door-specific.

Chapter 5

How do we Deal with Demons and Demonized Cases

It has been observed that overt cases of demon possession are not seen commonly in Western countries. However, it is possible that it is merely a situation in which there are differences in presentation. Sine all good things come from God (James I: 17) the father of lights, it is presumed that all diseases have their origin in the devils kingdom. In addition, neuroses are certainly more common in Western countries than in the developing world (although again, these might be a question of under diagnosis), Ticks, insomnia and hysterias are in general more commonly seen in Western people.
Wickedness is certainly on, the increase the world over. Playing with the occult (yoga etc). Ouja boards and fortune telling (signs of the Zodiac) have opened the door to the world of evil spirits. This is seen in the increased incidence of agnosticism/atheism and immorality all over the world. In addition, the activity of satanist and witchcraft groups is on the increase in all the advanced countries of the world.
Without question, the word of God is clear on the subject. The Son of God was manifested to destroy the works of the devil (1 Jn 3: 8b). 'It is finished' On 19: 30) Jesus' bore our infirmities and carried away our diseases' (Mt8: 17). At the name of Jesus, every knee shall bow, of things in earth, in heaven and under the earth and every tongue shall confess that Jesus Christ is Lord' (Ph 2: 10 and 11). Jesus is thus the answer to the world of demons and prevention is better than cure. From the foregoing, it is clear that a home where then is a family altar where Christ is glorified, where parents and children are worshippers of God in Jesus Christ, is the best antidote to demonic activity.
Once demon activity has gained a foothold, however, the Bible still has a lot it can offer The resource is the blood of Jesus. The Bible declares that we have redemption (from what ever) through His blood (Eph. 1: 7). Amen. The Bible also says that they overcame satan by the blood of the Lamb (Rev. 12: II). The first step therefore is for the victim of demonization to be washed by the blood of Jesus in being regenerated by accepting Jesus as Saviour and Lord. The second resource is to confess with the lips that Jesus is the Lord There cannot be two masters in one boat and if Jesus is declared Lord, He displaces all rivals. The word of God says if we 'confess with the mouth that Jesus is Lord and believe. in the heart that God has raised Him from the dead; we shall be saved (Rom. 10,9). It also says that with the mouth confession is made unto salvation (Rom. 10: 10). John, by the Holy Spirit, revealed that 'they overcame by... the word of their testimony' (Rev. 12: II) It is clear then that the articulate confession of the Lordship of Jesus paves the way to deliverance. Thirdly the best example of victory over satan is that of Jesus. During His temptations (Lk 4: 1-4) Jesus proved that the word of God is guaranteed to stop satan in his tracks. Fourthly, Jesus gave us His name to use in exorcism (Mk. 16: 17). He gave us power of attorney to operate against demons anywhere in the name of Jesus and all the power behind that name would be made available unto us (John 14: 13+ 14). Fifthly, prayer of intercession is a key weapon (Ez. 22: 30+31, In. 15: 23-24, Ep. 16: 18). He gave us the power to forgive sins (In. 20: 23, In. 5: 14-16). Sixthly, the word of God gave praise to us as a weapon to gain victory against the devil (Ps. 149, II Chr. 20: 1-30, Acts 16: 25+26).

Finally, the gifts of the Holy Spirit are available to us to do effectively the work that Jesus commanded in Mk. 16: 17, 18.
In practice, how does it work? My medical background persuades me that the more history and general examination I do, the more I will know of the situation of the victim. Of course, detailed physical examination may be contraindicated by psychiatric examination comes in useful. Relevant spiritual history is particularly valuable to determine the standing, or otherwise, in Christ. I do not believe that without salvation, deliverance is impossible. Indeed, many miraculous deliverances have been granted to 'enemies' of Christ for a sign unto an unbelieving generation. It is however true that satan can always attack the unbeliever again. Having established the features of the demonic oppression, obsession or possession from the mouth of the victim, relatives or close friends, the act of renuncia​tion of all links with the devil is a useful first step to prayer. Finally, prayer in the Spirit precedes an act of command to order out the offending spirits. If all the facts are available (and they should be through the gifts of the Spirit, e.g. revelation gifts) the word of God is cited as authority, and there is usually no resistance. If there is resistance, it is possible that the victim cannot hear the words of ministration by reason of agitation etc. A small dose of a tranquilizer will help to change the picture. In any case sensitivity to the guidance of the Holy Spirit solves all outstanding problems.
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